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CRICKET LEINSTER OPEN FIXTURES - 2022 
Some Key Amendments  
 
From CL Board & Open Competitions Committee – Friday 11.3.2022 
 
There has been considerable work in recent weeks to determine centralised fixtures for all Open, 
Women and Youth Competitions with over 3,000 fixtures required under the various structures.  
 
Given the ever expanding International, Interprovincial and Super Series fixture requirements, the 
local fixture making process has become very challenging with significant periods in the calendar of 
reduced access to several top-level grounds. it is also clear that many grounds are at or close to 
maximum capacity usage and this is placing an additional strain on facilities, grounds people, the 
overall fixture-making process and our ability to satisfy all requirements.  
 
It has therefore been decided that a full review will be completed in the off-season to determine 
future competition formats & structures for 2023 and beyond. This review process will be centred 
around a consultation with the clubs (as our primary stakeholders) with the aim of designing a 
programme which enjoys widespread support across Open, Women’s and Youth. 
 
In the immediate term (for the 2022 season), there are a number of concerns in relation to the balance 
of cricket at the top end of Open Competitions. These concerns (which have been expressed by a 
number of clubs) are primarily centred around player and volunteer work-load (number of matches 
per week), the early season start date and the proposed Premier League Final. 
 

Wholesale changes are not possible this close to the start of the season. However, there are a number 

of important changes that are being made now to address some of the concerns that have been raised 

by clubs and players to-date: 

 

1) The Premier League Final will be removed from the calendar so that the team with the most points 

at the end of the league programme will be the 2022 Champions. An earlier round of fixtures will be 

moved to Saturday 10th September in place of the Final. 

 

2) Mid-week refixes of Premier League & Championship games will be scrapped and points shared in 

the first round of fixtures. Re-fixes should only take place in the event that the teams have not played 

each other to ensure that each team plays the other on the field at least once.  

 

3) The Senior League Cup competition will now start on Saturday 23rd April (rather than Saturday 

16th April) to allow more time for ground preparation at the start of the season. As a result, the semi-

finals will now take place on Saturday 4th June with the Final on Saturday 11th June in Sydney Parade 

(one week later than originally planned). 

 

4) The T20 (Alan Murray) Cup competition will be rationalised to a smaller number of fixtures in the 

Group stage, avoiding Friday evenings where possible. This will release Friday evenings at club venues 

for existing, competing activities e.g., youth, taverners, fundraising events etc. It will also reduce the 

additional burden on players and volunteers of a second (albeit shorter) fixture in the weekly calendar. 

 

As outlined, this structure applies to the 2022 season only and will be subject to a full and open review 

with clubs in advance of determining our approach for 2023.  


