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As General Manager of Cricket Lein-
ster, I am delighted to welcome you 
to the Premier League & Champi-

onship Finals which are the show-piece 50-
Over events in our Open Competitions. 

I want to start by thanking our host club 
— Pembroke CC — which has provided un-
stinting support to Cricket Leinster and its 
fellow clubs throughout the season having 
hosted all our Leinster Lightning 
home fixtures (including the T20 
Festival), both the Men's and 
Women's Senior Cup Finals, the 
Women's Minor Cup Final, the 
Women's Pilkington Cup Final in 
addition to Youth Finals, Super 
Series games for Cricket Ireland 
and much more.  

The organisation and set-up at 
Sydney Parade is always first-class 
and I want to thank Barry Tucker 
(President), Dale McDonough & GM By 
Choice (Grounds), Philip & Bhavna Byrne 
(Bar & Catering), Niall Walsh & Craig Senior 
(Live-Stream) and all the Pembroke volun-
teers for all their brilliant work. 

I also want to thank our competition 
sponsors — BUAKIT Sportswear, which is 
run by Andy Hirst (Managing Director) and 
Hannah Quinn (Sales & Social Media Exec-
utive). BUAKIT Sportswear is based in 
Maynooth, Co Kildare and offers an inno-
vative  way of kitting out your club teams 

offering custom-designed kits at wholesale 
prices. It also provides clubs with the op-
portunity to resell their kit to players at 
prices the club decides, turning the kit into 
a significant source of revenue for the club. 

The support we receive from BUA has 
enabled us to expand and develop our club 
programme including greater coverage of 
the game at all levels through our website 

and social media channels. 
This year has seen a major 

growth in our playing numbers at 
club level — the total registered 
player base across Leinster is now 
4,563 which represents growth of 
57% over 2020. In particular, our 
youth numbers are very encour-
aging — 2,014 youth players reg-
istered this season, 146% up on 
2020 (the first year of youth regis-
tration). This includes over 620 

under 9s, mostly first-time cricketers. 
Finally, I want to  congratulate all four 

clubs in securing their places in the Finals 
— it is a proud day for all the players, their 
families, friends and supporters and I hope 
everyone gets a chance to enjoy this show-
piece occasion for club cricket in Leinster.  

For those who can't make it to Sydney 
Parade, I am proud to say both Finals are 
being live-streamed via the Cricket Leinster 
YouTube channel with full commentary 
throughout both days.

A WARM WELCOME  
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PHILIP  
SMITH 
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Paths to the Final: how NKCC and Balbriggan got here

North Kildare 240   County Galway 126 (h) 
Monil Patel 70 Wasif Ali 5‐41  
North Kildare 228   North County 77 (a)  
Monil Patel 78 Muzamil Sherzad 6‐24  
North Kildare 104-9 Railway Union 104-9 (a) 
Imran ul‐Haq 20 Murtaza Sidiqi 2‐0  
North Kildare 148 Rush    152-5  (a)  
Monil Patel 59 Wasif Ali 3‐35  
North Kildare 135-6  Cork County 60-9  (h) 
Monil Patel 86* Manjeet Singh 5‐26, D Bansali 4‐15  
Terenure 123-9 (DLS)  North Kildare 90-2 (h)  
Imran ul‐Haq 2‐20, James Smith 2‐25 Waqar Azmat 49*  
Balbriggan 222-5 North Kildare 154 (h) 
Imran ul‐Haq 2‐27 Wasif Ali 2‐37 Waqar Azmat 46 

Balbriggan 322-5 Cork County 243 (a) 
Greg Ford 112* Farooq Nasr 3‐47  
Balbriggan 190 Railway Union 193-9  (a) 
Connor Fletcher 71 Dylan Lues 4‐29  
Rush 109 Balbriggan 110-2 (h) 
Dylan Lues 4‐23 Ghanim Dara 39*  
North County 123-8 Balbriggan 127-5 (a) 
Andrew Darroch 2‐11 Greg Ford 39* 
Balbriggan 227 Terenure 134 (h) 
Farooq Nasr 112 Farooq Nasr 4‐20  
Balbriggan 222-5 North Kildare 154 (a) 
Farooq Nasr 69* Campbell Davies‐Webb 3‐26 
Balbriggan NR County Galway NR (h) 

FINAL TABLE P W T NR L BP PP Pts 
Balbriggan  7 5 0 1 1 22 0 134.5 
North Kildare  7 4 1 0 2 22 0 114.5 
Railway Union 7 4 1 0 2 15 5 102.5 
North County 7 3 0 1 3 15 0 87.5 
Rush 7 3 0 1 3 12 0 84.5 
Cork County 7 3 0 0 4 14 0 74 
Terenure 7 3 0 0 4 12 0 72 
County Galway 7 0 0 1 6 8 0 20.5
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Cricket in the Midlands has seen a 
rapid growth in numbers and partici-
pation over the last few years.  
Bernard O’Mara, Cricket Leinster de-
velopment officer for the Midlands, 
has been in his role since April and he 
has seen first-hand the appetite for 
the growth of the game.  

Bernard oversees cricket in Carlow, 
Kilkenny, Laois and Westmeath home 
to six thriving club sides competing in 
the Leinster leagues – Carlow, Laois, 
Kilkenny, Bagenalstown, Athlone and 
Mullingar.  

All six have active women and 
youth sections, with Mullingar hoping 
to put a women’s team into the league 
following a successful summer of re-
cruiting players after Irish interna-
tional Gaby Lewis visited to host a 
training session.  

One of the biggest challenges fac-
ing Midland cricket is having enough 
coaches to help develop players.  

“It is certainly an area of need”, says 
O’Mara, who himself has hosted 
coaching courses in the Midlands.  

“That really helped people starting 
off with their coaching careers, that is 
something that will become a focus 
over the winter, more coaching edu-
cation for the local clubs”, he added.  

There are over 125 youth players 
now registered across the six clubs in 
the Midlands, a six-fold increase on 
last season, showing the wonderful 
work being done in the local schools.  

O’Mara believes some of his most 
important work is going into schools 

and “exposing cricket to new areas”.   
Clubs such as Kilkenny are really 

reaping the rewards of that work. Last 
year, the club had only one registered 
youth player but this summer they 
have 45, a testament to the work 
done by the club and Cricket Leinster 
in identifying local schools to target.  

Kilkenny CC, located just outside 
the city centre, is going from strength 
to strength in an area which was a 
cricketing stronghold in the 1800s.  

Similarly, there is great work being 
done in Carlow CC, who this summer 
along with Cricket Leinster and Car-
low Youth Services hosted a cricket 
summer camp in St Patrick’s College. 
25 local children attended during the 
week, which highlights the potential 
for other clubs in the area.  

Another key success this summer 
was the establishment of youth teams 
under the Midlands umbrella that 
travelled to play Adamstown and 
North Kildare.  Seán Hussey

FAIR TO MIDLAND

Carlow camp was a hit



A new name on the 
trophy after today

NORTH KILDARE  
Manjeet Singh: one of 

three survivors from the 
club’s last spell in Divi-

sion 2 foray, middle 
order bat and slow 
bowler.  

Moize Haider: 
debuted last week 

in place of injured 
Danny Coad, this will 

be just his second sen-
ior appearance behind the sticks.  

Monil Patel: ex-Leinster CC and 
Baroda professional who joined this 
season, a class operator 
and undoubtedly NK’s 
most important wicket.  

Waqar Azmat: formerly 
of Clontarf, Malahide, Trin-
ity and Railway Union has 
finally settled into a side 
where he is comfortable in 
his role this season. 

Muzamil Sherzad: strike 
bowler and leading wicket 
taker this season, he 
boasts plenty of raw talent 
and now an Ireland U19s 
squad player.  

Murtaza Sidiqi: solid 
middle order ball striker 
and medium pace bowler 

who played inter-
pros for Munster.  

Husnain 
Mahroof: has 
emerged this year 
and settled well into 
the side with a role 
that has allowed 
him to develop his game this season.  

Wasif Ali: another of the long-time 
NK servants, bowls medium pace 
swingers.  

James Smith: former youth interna-
tional, in his 10th season of Senior 
Cricket amd by far NK’s most experi-

enced player at this level. 
His seam bowling is vital in 
an otherwise raw attack.  

Devansh Bansali: young 
slow bowler who has deliv-
ered some fine spells as 
well as an excellent mover 
in the field.  

Abdul Aryan: bowler 
who possesses raw pace 
and ability.  

Sayed Shah: a level-
headed batsman who is 
correct and calculated at 
the top of the order.  

Imran Ul-Haq: another 
slow bowler who has had 
an excellent season.  

Murtaza Sidiqi

Muzamil 
Sherzad

Monil Patel

Today’s Championship final pits two clubs who have worked hard to 
bring themselves into the reckoning for a place in the Premier League. 



 
BALBRIGGAN  

Ghanim Dara: left-handed 
opener best known for dig-
ging-in to score his runs.  

Connor Fletcher: class act 
at the top of the order who has con-
sistently delivered for five seasons.  

Farooq Nasr: finally found some 
consistency with the bat this season 
having promised much with starts, 
bowling has always been consistent.  

Greg Ford has had a good first sea-
son at the Brig and will be a massive 
wicket in this batting line-up.  

Nathan Rooney: incredible striker of 
the ball capable of producing match-
winning innings – the type of player 
who could turn a final on its head.  

Chris de Freitas: star recruit, stand-
ing out against Premier League sides 

in the Senior League Cup, dominating 
attacks in the middle order.  

Dylan Lues: has bowled off-breaks 
to good effect in his first season at 
the Brig, and ia useful left-handed bat.  

Andrew Darroch: by far this attack’s 
quickest seamer who has taken some 
important wickets this season.  

Campbell Davies-Webb: strongly 
built seamer who is yet another excel-
lent mover in the field, he’s proven to 
be a prickly proposition in the lower 
order for a couple of teams this year.  

Duane Harper: is the side’s most ex-
perienced player who offers a calm 
head in testing circumstances, his 
seamers are important to the side as 
is his lower order batting which can 
contribute vital runs.  

Abdul Samad: leg-spinner who of-
fers genuine wicket taking ability, as 
well as some lower 
order bludgeoning.  

Eoin Birch: very 
talented seamer 
who spent time in 
Bedford School 
early in the year, 
has improved mas-
sively again this season.

Greg Ford

Chris  
de Freitas

The senior league was  
divided into two sections at 
the end of the 1992 season 
 
1993 Carlisle 
1994 Railway Union 
1995 Leinster 
1996 Rush 
1997 Merrion 
1998 Clontarf 
1999 Merrion 

2000 North County 
2001 Pembroke 
2002 The Hills 
2003 Clontarf 
2004 Rush 
2005 The Hills 
2006 Railway Union 
2007 Leinster 
2008 Railway Union 
2009 YMCA 
2010 Phoenix  

2011 Terenure 
2012 Pembroke  
2013 Clontarf  
2014 Malahide  
2015 The Hills  
2016 Cork County  
2017 Merrion  
2018 Malahide  
2019 Clontarf 
2020 not held 
2021 

Roll of honour: Championship winners since 1993
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Manjeet Singh * 

Waqar Azmat 

Monil Patel 

Murtaza Sidiqi 

Moize Haider + 

Husnain Maroof 

Mumazil Sherzad 

Wasif Ali 

Devansh Bansali 

James Smith 

Abdul Aryan 
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TOTAL (for ...... wickets)   ................
Extras      ......... 

COACH: Andy Hirst 
SCORER: Ronan Cruise

Umpires: William Clarke 
and Will Houston
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BOWLING O M R  W Fall of wickets:  
 

1          2          3          4          5      
 
 
 

6          7          8          9          10

Extras      ......... 

COACH: Andre Botha 
SCORER: Alan Richardson

 Ghanim Dara 

Connor Fletcher + 

Farooq Nasr 

Gregory Ford * 

Nathan Rooney 

Chris de Freitas 

Dylan Lues 

Andrew Darroch 

Campbell Davies Webb 

Duane Harper 

Abdul Samad


